Jewish life ceremonies

[Rites of Passage]

1. Birth ceremonies:

· What is the main birth ceremony for boys, and what does it signify?

· What is the difference between the way that people of Sephardi background and people of Ashkenazi give names to their babies?

· What are the parts to a Jewish name?  What is/will be your Jewish name?

2. Education:

· What is a barmitzvah ?  What is it called for a girl?
· Traditionally, at what age is someone barmitzvah ?  What is the main feature of the barmitzvah ceremony?

· How have you changed during your conversion process?  How has your life been affected by attending the synagogue?

· What do you admire about Judaism?

· What don’t you like about Judaism?

· How have you become active in the life of the synagogue?  Do you have friends in the synagogue?

· If you are converting, how does your family/partner feel about it?

· How do you see your own Jewish life in ten years time?

· Can you explain these terms:  b’rit milah, mikveh, ger tzedek ?
