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HISTORY —
AND YOUTH

Cllmbing a narrow
wooden staircase,  which
reaks under the weight

has carried over the
enrs, one enters the small
d'es pallery overlooking
fle ymah and men’'s pews.

Carefully locked awmy
In a cabinet on the land-
ing are the remaining
memaorabilia of the com-

munity . . the original
birth register of 1844, the
foundation membershi

P
list at the time of the
synagogut's consecration,
and the minutes of the
sarly meetings dating back
to 1842

An adfacent room is used
by the handful of child-
ren who atiend Hebrew
classes on Sunday mom-
ings. Their tescher Is a
non - Jewish lady who
studied Hebrew in Mel-
bourne, and because there
seems to be no alternative,
the parents are happy that
their children are being
taught something about re.
ligion

® President of the Hobart Hebrew Congregation, Mr. Clyde
Epslein, examining the community’'s first birth register, surround-
ed by photographs from the pasl.
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® The Hobart Synagb&nv—d\o oldest in

the southern hemisphere—situated in Argyle

Streel.

The Hobart congregation
has been without a ful)
time minister for more
than two decades since
Rabbi George Ruben (now
of the Noeth Shore Temple
Emanue! in Sydney) was
spiritual leader, yet ser
vices aré held every Shah
bat in the synarogue

There is rarely a min-
yan, apart {rom occasjonsl
visits by Jewish touriets
During the High Holydays,
the community 'imports’
an officiant from Mel
bourne and last year there
were 14 men and a doten
women in the synanogue

For Clyde Epstein, a re
tired bookmnker the syna
pOogue holds special mean
ing and has devoted much
of his time 10 it1s weVars

He uses quaimt Yiddisd
expressions to reinforcs
what he i3 saying and
naturally concernad for
the future This view |«
shared by the other offic
bearers of the svnagogue
Vietor Coronal (vice presi
dent} whose wite Millle 5
president of the locy!
WIZO group Ayanoth
Ferry Fixel (treasurer) and
Tom Schiesinger (seore
1ary)

“I'm 73-years-old, 85 per
cent of our members are
pensirners and I'm nol
sure how much longer we
can keep it on” Mr Ep
ste'n said.

“We don't need any fin.
ancial help but we would

National Library of Australia

"We GONM'l neeq any nn.
ancial help but we would
like to see some assistance
from the mainland com-
munities,” Mr, Epstein
stressod.

Born und bred in Hobart
he is the son of Moses
Epstein, a leading draper
at the turn of the century
who acted ss the congre
gation's honourary reades
while there was no min
ster

“My father always clos
ed his shop on Friday
nights and Saturday mormn
ings when the main bus
ness took place and
used 10 walk with him [
shule,” he recalled
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